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PEEL HEALTH CAMPUS — INVESTMENT 

142. Mr R.R. WHITBY to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to comments by the member for Dawesville about the Peel Health Campus that “there is a deepening 
healthcare concern in the region in relation to the lack of investment in our hospital”. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I have warned you twice. I call you to order for the second time. There will not be interjections, 
at least when the question is asked. 

Mr R.R. WHITBY: I refer to comments by the member for Dawesville about the Peel Health Campus that 
“there is a deepening healthcare concern in the region in relation to the lack of investment in our hospital”. 

(1) Can the minister outline to the house when this lack of investment occurred? 

(2) Can the minister advise who is responsible for that lack of investment? 

Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
I can outline that to the member and I am very pleased to do so. 

Ms L. Mettam interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse! 

Mr R.H. COOK: Members will all understand that the sustainable health review was recently handed down. It 
referred to our system’s capacity to cope with demand. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member, please! I have warned you. You are on two. All I want to do is hear the answer and 
I know you do too. 

Mr R.H. COOK: I am sure the member for Dawesville does. 

(1)–(2) The sustainable health review stated that although our hospitals have global capacity, we need to address 
some pressure points in the context of the future of the health system. One area it pointed out was 
population growth in the Peel and Rockingham areas and the need to make sure that we have hospital 
beds and capacity in those areas to meet the demand. It was a great finding and it is one that the member 
for Dawesville clearly got hold of and thought, “Right; this is my opportunity. This is my opportunity to 
talk about a crisis at Peel Health Campus and the needs of that hospital, because it is in crisis.” The 
member for Dawesville is obviously keen for us to invest money into that hospital and wants to point out 
the poor track record of investment in the Peel hospital, which services the Mandurah region. It would 
give members cause, would it not, to look at the history of investment in the Peel hospital and to think 
about the last time a government made a major investment in the Peel hospital? Are members curious? 
I was curious. It is interesting to note that it was back in 2008 under the previous Labor government. We 
have a barren period of insufficient investment, according to the member for Dawesville, over the period 
of the previous government. Perhaps at the time the member for Dawesville did not have line of sight of 
the Peel hospital, it being so far away from where he lived. Perhaps the situation of the hospital was just 
not high on his mind. Thank goodness we now have a government that is actively engaged in the region 
to make sure that it makes the proper investment in that area. I am very pleased to say that I recently met 
with the City of Mandurah—I thank the member for Mandurah and the member for Murray–Wellington—
to discuss how we will continue to talk with the community in Mandurah about what it wants to see out 
of the hospital in the future. As we talk to those people, they will be very interested in the historical 
investment in that hospital and who neglected the Peel hospital over the last eight and a half years. They 
will be very pleased to see that a McGowan Labor government will make sure that it looks after the health 
system for them. 
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